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United pilots report UFO, 
aviation magazine says 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A United 
Airlines jumbo jet headed for Lon¬ 
don reported a close encounter with 
an unidentified aircraft that passed 
at supersonic speed beneath the 747 r 
an aviation industry magazine said. 

The Air Line Pilots Association is 
investigating the report filed by the 
pilot and co-pilot of United Flight 
934 of Aug. 5 from Los Angeles In¬ 
ternational Airport, Aviation Week 
& Space Technology magazine said. 

Los Angeles air traffic controllers 
said they did not spot the craft on 
radar, the magazine said. The 
United Airlines crew reported it 
passed less than 1,000 feet below the 
747. 


The pilots told the magazine they 
sighted the craft at 23,000 feet near 
George Air Force Base, about 50 
miles northeast of Los Angeles. 

Nearby Edwards AFB radar data 
and flight activity showed no mili¬ 
tary craft in the area at the time, 
Aviation Week said. 

United's pilots said the da^'-col- 
ored craft was about the size a jet 
fighter, with a fuselage similar to an 
SR-71 spy plane, except the edges of 
the fuselage were rounded instead 
of sharp. They said it lacked wings 
but had a tail of sorts. 

ffftr Arizona flailo Star 
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Missile From 
Vandenberg 
Lights the Sky 

A trail of fire from e 
Peacekeeper mlsalte 
launched from Vandenberg 
Air Force Base on Tuesday 
evening was seen by hun¬ 
dreds of Los Angeles area 
residents who swamped 
phones at Griffith Park Ob • 
aervatory. 

Officials at Vandenberg 
said tho missile was fired at 
8:15 p.m. to Kwajalcln Is¬ 
land, 4,000 miles down- 
range In the South Pacific. 
Coast Guard Petty Officer 


L.A, TINES 
9/16/92 

Eric De Jager said, "Sever¬ 
al vessels si sea called In 
reporting strange lights in 
the sky," 

The missile was sighted 
from as far away as Sacra¬ 
mento, San Diego and Las 
Vegas, said Air Force Capt. 
Stephen Hill. An observa¬ 
tory staffer said he handled 
"50 to- 00 calls, and they 
came In from Lancaster to 
the San Gabriel Valley/’ 

A KCAL-TV Channel 9 
cameraman reported he 
filmed a light streaking 
across the sky from Monte¬ 
rey Park about 8:30 p.m. 


United 747 Crew Reports Near-Collision 
With Mysterious Supersonic Aircraft 

Michael A. Dornheim/Los Angeles 


A United Airlines 747 crew has report¬ 
ed having a near collision with what 
appeared to be a supersonic aircraft that 
strayed off course over the southern Cali¬ 
fornia desert. 

The pilot and copilot of United flight 
934, with a heavy passenger load from 
Los Angeles to London, said they saw an 
unusual aircraft coming directly at them 
and pass under the 747 by an estimated 
500-1,000 ft. The incident occurred near 
George AFB at about 1:45 p. m. on Aug. 
5. The 747 was at 23,000 ft. departing 
from Los Angeles International Airport 
on a heading of about 40 deg. magnetic to 
the Daggett V(JR. 

The several-second sighting gave the 
crew the impression that the other aircraft 
was a lifting-body configuration, and they 
described it as looking like the forward 
fuselage of a Lockheed SR-71—without 
wings but with a tail of sorts. They esti¬ 
mated the size as similar to an F-16 (49.3- 
ft. length) and said it had a dark color 
with a shiny spot on top that may have 
just been sun glint. The closure rate was 2- 
3 times normal, and the crew assumed the 
other aircraft was supersonic. 


Defense Dept, and Air Force officials 
said late last week that it was not one of 
their secret projects. “But we’re not the 
only ones with strange projects,” he add¬ 
ed, referring to the CIA and other organi- 


The crew described a lifting- 
body configuration that 
looked like the forward 
fuselage of an SR-71 


zations. However, one source told 
Aviation Week that the aircraft could be 
a top-secret drone that escaped from its 
testing area, but this could not be verified. 
George AFB is about 15 naut. mi. south 
of the large restricted airspace that sur¬ 
rounds Edwards AFB. 

Last January, an object with a similar 
shape and size was seen being loaded at 
night into an Air Force/Lockheed C-5 
transport at the Lockheed Advanced De¬ 
velopment Co. “Skunk Works” facility in 


Burbank, Calif. The observer described 
the object as looking like the forward fu¬ 
selage of an SR-71, but with rounded in¬ 
stead of sharp chines, and he estimated it 
was 65-75 ft. long and 10 ft. high. The C- 
5 was cleared to Boeing Field in Seattle. 

Los Angeles Center air traffic control 
said they did not see the target on radar 
when the 747 crew enquired after the 
near-collision. The FAA subsequently re¬ 
viewed the radar tapes but found no pri¬ 
mary targets or other data on the 
mysterious aircraft. All aircraft at the 
747’s altitude are required to be on an 
instrument flight plan and have a radar 
transponder. 

“To us, it’s simply a pilot report, and 
there’s no evidence of anything other than 
the pilot comments,” an FAA Western- 
Pacific Region official said. The military 
liaison to the FAA said that a review of 
Edwards AFB radar data and flight activ¬ 
ity showed there were no military aircraft 
in the area at the time. 

The Air Line Pilots Assn, is investigat¬ 
ing the incident, and is trying to improve 
military range safety to prevent a reoccur¬ 
rence, an official said. □ 
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LEAP SUBORBITAL 
FUGHT CLEARED 
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R ockwell International's lightweight 
Exoatmospheric Projectile (LEAP) is 
cleared for a suborbital flight test this fall 
at White Sands Missile Range, N. M., af¬ 
ter completing a 13-sec. free flight at Ed¬ 
wards AFB, Calif. 

Flying and hovering autonomously, the 
22-in., 42-lb. LEAP vehicle used an ad¬ 
vanced infrared seeker and control sys¬ 
tem to acquire and track a heated-plate 
target located 328 ft. away. The target 
was heated to 300F. 

Divert engines maneuvered the projec¬ 
tile at 2-4g throughout the SDIO National 
Hover Test Facility at the Phillips Labora¬ 
tory's Edwards AFB location. It attained a 
hover altitude of 33 ft. during the test. 

The Rockwell-developed high-resolu¬ 
tion seeker, comprising 65,536 detectors 
configured in a 256 x 256 mercury-cad- 
mium-telluride focal plane array, enabled 
target tracking accuracies of less than 
200 microradians. ■ 



Am©cU(* 4 PrtM 

BOSTON — Two Mironomerf 
wy they h»ve lighted the moil 
dlilant object ever found In the 
*olar lyitem, • reddish, comet-llke 
rock orbiting beyond Pluto, about < 
billion mile* from theiun. 

Another tclentlif inld (he discov¬ 
ery could shed light on how tome 
“Cornell ire formed, the nature of 
Earth’i *oUr lystem and whether 
other itari in the universe have 
•olar lystemi like (his one. 

“If this pant out It’s absolutely 
fundamental to our understanding 
of the solar lyitem," laid Alan Stem, 
a adenilst at the Southwest Re¬ 
search Institute In San Antonio, 
Texas. "In some aense, It’i almost 
comparable to finding a planet.” 

Tbe object, about 120 miles 
across. It probably about a billion 
mile* farther out than the current 

e dition of Pluto, My discoverers 
avid Jewltt, a University of Hawaii 
astronomer, and Jane luu, a re¬ 
searcher at the University of Califor¬ 
nia, Derkeley. 

Jewltt and Luu laid they first 
spotted the object Aug 30, using a 
7.3-foot diameter telescope on the 
Hawaiian mountain of Mnuno Km. 

"We were very excited,” luu sold 
Wednesday. "To make sure It was 
right we deliberately looked tl 
somethin* else for an hour and then 


SPACE 

Their finding was reported to the 
International Aslronomlce] Union's 
bureau In Cambridge, where astro- 
Domical findings are relayed to 
scientists around tbo world. 

The two had searched for web an 
object for flva years, hoping to find 
evidence fof a theory that some 
comets come from a ring of Icy 
material at tba outer rim of the golar 
lystem called the Kulper Belt. 

Comets are smill fnroen masses 
of dust and gnj that revolvu around 
Uio sun In edlptlcaj orbits. Scientists 
once thought most comets origi¬ 
nated from an area far beyond the 
■olar syttem called the Oort Cloud. 

But astronomer Oerard Kulper 
suggested In IM1 that there might 
be a belt of comet-tike objects Just 
beyond Neptune and Pluto, 

The concept gained currency 
four years ago when a ‘Canadian 
theorist *howed It was nearly Imp©*- 
tlble to explain the existence of 
ihort period comets — those that 
circle the wn In less than 250 yean 
— unless they came mom n belt of 
objects outside Pluto, 

To *oo If the Just-discovered 
object Is part of such a belt, Ita orbit 
must be examined more closely. 
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Distant object might 
shed light on comets 


UFO hunters 
face greater 
cancer risks 

U FO investigators 
may be leaving 
themselves vulnerable 
to cancer or suicide. 

That’s the warning is¬ 
sued by Canadian neuro¬ 
psychologist Michael Per- 
singer, one of the world’s 
leading authorities on the 
effects of magnetic fields. 

The danger doesn’t 
come from ETs or their 
weapons, says Persinger, 
but from intense magnetic 
fields created by UFOs. 

Studies of electrical en¬ 
gineers and technicians 
and those living near over¬ 
head power lines indicate 
they are likely to suffer a 
higher risk of brain tu¬ 
mors and leukemia, as 
well as depression and sui¬ 
cide, reports Persinger. 

Because similar low-fre¬ 
quency fields are created 
by UFOs, those who study 
flying saucers are at risk. 

Persinger suggests 
UFOlogists should take 
precautions. One way is to 
simply stay away from the 
magnetic fields. Another 
might involve using sensi¬ 
tive detection equipment 
to do the dirty work. 

To prove his theory, the 
prestigious scientist is ex¬ 
amining cancer records in 
areas that have been re¬ 
peatedly exposed to UFOs. 





WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 1992 


New Ship Performs 
In Test, Japanese Say 

TOKYO (AP) — The world’s first- 
ship propelled by superconducting 
electromagnets instead of a propeller 
made a successful 30-minute test voy¬ 
age on Tuesday, Mitsubishi Heavy In¬ 
dustries Ltd. said. 

The success showed the possibility 
of building a quiet, high-speed ship 
with good fuel economy, said Japan’s 
Ship and Ocean Foundation, which, 
sponsored the project. 

The 280-ton Yamato 1 is propelled 
by electrified sea water that is forced 
through ducts by a magnetic field cre¬ 
ated by superconducting electromag¬ 
netic coils, said Haruo Shibasaki of the 
foundation. The ship ran as planned at 
a speed of 6 knots (7 mph) in its first 
test, said a spokesman for Mitsubishi. 
















